Questions to accompany 

Imperial Amnesia

By John B. Judis

The following items go along with the article that you have been assigned to read this evening.  Perform these tasks on a separate piece of paper and have them ready to hand in when you arrive in class for our next session.

Before reading the article look up and define the following words.  These words appear in the article and having an understanding of their meaning will help you better understand the author’s meaning as you read. 

Pliant

Suzerain (suzerainty)

Nationalist

Inoculate

After you have read the article answer the following questions.

What was Teddy Roosevelt’s view of American imperialism at the turn of the 20th century?  How did that change? (use specific quotes and/or policies to support your answer)

What was Woodrow Wilson’s view of American imperialism at the turn of the 20th century?  How did that change? (use specific quotes and/or policies to support your answer)

The author of the article compares America’s recent involvement in Iraq to America’s early 20th century involvement in the Philippines.  What specific evidence does he give to support this comparison?

Both President George H.W. Bush and his son President George W. Bush had military involvements with Iraq.  What did the first President Bush do to avoid much of the criticism that his son faced in terms of being an imperialist?

Do you agree with the author’s assessment of America’s actions in Iraq as being imperialist or not?  Explain.

