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Introduction/ Course Description:

Welcome to Mr. Yoder’s Honors Social Science Class.  This class was designed as an elective for students who were seeking a chance to challenge themselves in the field of social science during their freshman year before continuing on in the social science classes offered at La Canada High School.  It is the intent of this course to expose students to the skills necessary to increase their chances for success if they chose to pursue a path through the AP curriculum.  These skills include reading critically, thinking critically, analysis of primary source documents, and writing of essays and document based questions.  These skills will be practiced against the backdrop of a curriculum that focuses on the modern phenomenon of globalization and its effects on our world

Behavior and Citizenship Expectations:

I have three rules in my class:

1. Be Prepared: many of our activities in this class will be based on the assumption that you have completed all of the assignments up to any given point.  It is important to the flow of the class and your ability to participate that you have brought all of your materials and have prepared yourself for the material to be covered that day.  This class is heavily based on discussion.  If you have not done the expected work it will be very difficult for you to participate in the classroom discussions which will have an adverse effect on your participation grade.

2. Be Respectful: this means to your classmates, to me and most importantly to yourself.  We are a group of people brought together with one goal in mind and that is to develop our skills as students of social science and to learn more about the world around us.  We will all be better served if we function as a team that can get along and work toward that goal together.

3. Be Accountable: the fact is that we all make mistakes.  Everyone has blown it at some point and that is fine.  What is not acceptable is when we refuse to step up and accept our role in those mistakes.  All I ask is that you own up to your actions and the consequences of those actions without seeking to make yourself out as the victim.

Materials:

· The textbook: Diversity Amid Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development
· Notebook paper:  I prefer loose-leaf paper in a 3 ring binder since it does not have the spiral notebook fringe when you hand it in.

· Pens & Pencils:  We will do a fair amount of writing in this class and you will need utensils for that.  I DO NOT ACCEPT WORK IN ANY COLOR OTHER THAN BLUE, BLACK OR PENCIL.  If you hand in work in another color it will be returned to you immediately as though you never handed it in.
· A pee-chee style folder in which old tests and quizzes will be filed.  These quizzes and tests will be collected for points at various times throughout the year, for this reason your folder should be consistently up to date and neatly organized.

Grading Policies:

All of the activities we perform during this course will be placed into one of five categories.  Your total score for each category will represent a percentage of your grade.  The categories and their respective values are listed below:


Homework/Classwork…………..25%


Quizzes/Tests……………………..25%


Essays/Projects…………………..20%


Participation……………………….10%


The Semester Final………………20%

I do not curve grades on any assignment, quiz or test.  Your participation score will be figured based on behavior, active participation in class and the amount of effort you put forth on the tasks assigned.

My grading scale is as follows:


90% - 100%      = A


80% - 89%        = B


70% - 79%        = C


60% - 69%        = D


59 % and below = F

Homework:

You can expect to have homework nearly every night, most often be in the form of a reading assignment.  Occasionally students will also be assigned some form of activity to accompany the reading.  After all reading assignments I reserve the right to give a brief reading check quiz that will go into your homework category.  In the event that you miss a day it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  This can best be accomplished by checking the website www.spartanyoder.com.   Late work will be accepted for a 50% deduction, but it will not be accepted within three days of the end of a semester.  
Quizzes and Tests:  

Test will be announced several days in advance and quizzes will most often be announced with at least a days notice, however I do reserve the right to hold pop quizzes as needed to motivate diligence in keeping up with your reading and homework assignments.  In the event that you miss a test day you will need to speak with me within a day of returning to school to schedule a make-up time and place.  Quiz make ups will be handled differently.  Your grade on the next test will be applied to any missing quizzes.  An example of this would be, if you miss a quiz on a Monday you will not make-up that quiz but you will take the next test (possibly the next week or even later) if you score an A on the test you will receive an A on the quiz.  If you score a C on the test you will receive a C on the quiz.  My quizzes and tests will be returned to you  to take home and review, and I will require you file them in a folder which will be collected randomly to ensure that it is being maintained.

Please go over this syllabus with your parents, sign and return this copy to me by September 2nd.  If you would like another copy for your records you can find it at www.spartanyoder.com.

Student Signature and Printed Name 

_______________________________________________________________

Parent Signature and Printed Name:

 _______________________________________________________________

