HSS Cultural Coherence & Diversity Cloze Activity

Instructions: Number a blank piece of paper 1-38, as  you read through this document you will come to blanks that are numbered to correspond with the numbers you have placed on your blank sheet of paper.  Choose a word that you think fits in the blank and write it on your sheet of paper.


Southwest Asia and North Africa can absolutely be described as the center of the Islamic world but one must be careful of over generalizing the unity of the area.  There is much ___(1)____ in the Muslim faith concerning the basic tenets of the faith and how much the ___(2)____ should be allowed to be incorporated into the lives of the followers of the faith.  One must also keep in mind the large variety of religious ___(3)____ that are also present in the area.  Language, being another major cultural factor can also be wrongly assumed to be the only show in town.  In fact many non-Arab peoples live in the region and speak their own languages including the ___(4)____, ___(5)____, and ___(6)____.  


As opposed to the ___(7)____ cultural influences of many societies of the world, religion is central to much of the daily life of the people in this region.  Understanding the geography of religion in the region is key to fully understanding the zones that have led to ___(8)____ between neighbors.  


While not the dominant faiths in the area both ___(9)____ and ___(10)____ trace their origins to the region and have a large enough representation to impact the culture of the area.  From the origins of the Jewish faith comes the concept of ___(11)____, belief in one God.  As the ___(12)____ came to power in the region around 70 AD these people were forced to flee the area and go to other locations around the world.  This forced migration was known as the ___(13)____.  After this takes place it will be centuries before Jews return to the area in large numbers, encouraged by the creation of ___(14)____ in ___(15)____.  Based on the teachings of ___(16)____, Christianity also traces its origins to this region.  From this region Christianity diffused throughout Europe and one branch of the faith the ___(17)____ spread into parts of Egypt and North Africa.  


Islam traces its origins to the region around ___(18)____ A.D.  creating yet another culture ___(19)____ based on religion.  The founding prophet of the faith___(20)____, was born in Makkah but was forced into exile in ___(21)____ for a time.  Followers of Islam live a life based on the teachings of the ___(22)____, the Muslim holy book.  Muslims also believe that ___(23)____ and ___(24)____, like Muhammed were ___(25)____.  Among the basic tenets of the faith are the five pillars which include a public declaration of faith, giving alms to the poor, fasting during the holy month of Ramadan, prayer five times a day and a pilgrimage or ___(26)____ to Makkah.  Among the followers of Islam can be found those that cling to a very strict interpretation of the faith.  These people are called ___(27)____ and many push for the foundation of ___(28)____ or governments based the teachings of Islam.  After the death of Muhammed in 632 there was a split in the religion into two sects, ___(29)____ and ___(30)____.  ___(31)____ has become the mainstream sect with the largest group of followers.  Over the centuries Islam has spread far and wide to become a major world religion at one time establishing a large empire, the ___(32)____ empire, in Southwest Asia.  Today the Islam is the dominant faith in all nations of the region with the exception of ___(33)____ which is dominated by Judaism.  In conjunction with the recent rise of fundamentalism, the Shiite sect of Islam has experienced a great deal of growth due to their brand of Islam which appeals to the ___(34)____, ___(35)____, and ___(36)____ populations.  The Sunni-Shiite split in the Islamic world is not the only split to be found.  ___(37)____ , the more mystically inclined branch of the Islamic faith has seen a rise in the periphery of the Islamic world and another variation the ___(38)____ can be found in Lebanon.  

Once you have completed this “cloze” activity please take out another two sheets of paper and create one of your own for the “geographies of language” subheading which begins on page 297 and finishes on page 299.  Please attach a key to your close activity.  

